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As a whole, the department continues to grow in student enrollment. This June, we had a record 100 FCS graduates representing all four majors. Currently, the FCS Secondary Education major is the smallest major in the department. There were 5 graduates, but only 3 were certified to teach at the secondary level. Our Individual and Family Development major (a general FCS major) continues to grow by leaps and bounds. Some of these graduates express a desire to become FCS teachers. They have completed more than 45 FCS credits but lack requirements for certification in FCS. We are referring them to the CWU Mater’s program. 

The department as a whole is enjoying the benefits of a newly renovated foods lab. A community kitchen was started this year. Nutrition students teach healthy eating on a budget and food preparation skills to low-income individuals. We are also anticipating a new FCS study aboard service learning opportunity in the Philippines. Dr. Kato and FCS students will travel to Manila this December to serve the poor and apply lifespan development knowledge through education, feeding programs, and orphanage childcare. Currently, three other FCS study abroad experiences are being investigated in Italy (focus on food and sustainability), Kenya (focus on nutrition and healthcare), and France (focus on sustainability and architecture). Lastly, the FCS Department is planning its 70th anniversary celebration for this January, 2012.
